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And Furruckabad, which was once the seat of great
opulence and trade, is now daily deserted ly its inhab-
itants, its walls mouldering away, without police, with-
out protection, exposed to the depredations of a banditti
of two or three hundred robbers, who, night after night,
enter it for plunder, murdering all who oppose them.
The ruin that has overtaken this country is not to be
wondered at, when it is considered that there has been
no state, no stable government, for many years. There
has been the Nabob Vizier's authority, his ministers',
the Residents' at Lucknow, the sezauwils', the camp
authority, the Nabob Muzuffer Jung's, and that of
twenty duans or advisers: no authority sufficiently
predominant to establish any regulations for the bene-
fit of the country, whilst each authority has been ex-
erted, as opportunity offered, for temporary purposes.
" Such being the present deplorable state of Pur-
ruckabad and its districts, in the ensuing year it will
be in vain to look for revenue, if some regulations
equal to the exigency be not adopted. The whole
country will be divided between the neighboring pow-
erful aumils, the refractory zemindars, and banditti
of robbers; and the Patans, who might be made use-
ful subjects, will fly from the scene of anarchy. The
crisis appears now come, that either some plan of gov-
ernment should be resolved on, so as to form faithful
subjects oix the frontier, or the country be given up
to its fate: and if it be abandoned, there can be little
doubt but that the Mahrattas will gladly seize on a
station so favorable to incursions into the Vizier's
dominions, will attach to their interests the Hindoo
zemindars, and possess themselves of forts, which,
with little expense being made formidable, would
give employment perhaps to the whole of our force,
should it be ever necessary to recover them,'*